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Just like the man in red is working hard up at the North Pole, 
the kindergartners continue to keep busy in the classroom! In religion 
class, the kindergartners have been learning all about Jesus’ special 
entrance into the world and the true meaning of Christmas. We have 
enjoyed reading books about the Nativity story, singing songs about 
baby Jesus, and making Christmas crafts. 

We were shapin’ up for Santa, learning all about circles, 
squares, rectangles, ovals, and other 2D shapes. The kindergartners 
created triangle trees, circle snowmen, reindeer robots, and Kris Kringle 
himself.

Some special visitors from Decorah Park and Recreation came 
to visit the kindergartners and help them make a fun holiday keepsake. 
The kindergartners made mini reindeer statues out of wood pieces and 
sticks. They worked like Santa’s little elves assembling their reindeer 
and then took them home to set out for holiday décor. 

The kindergartners would like to wish all of you a very merry 
Christmas with your loved ones! May 2023 bring peace, love, and joy to 
you all!

Kindergarten
 Mrs. Einck 

The preschoolers are anxiously awaiting 
Christmas!  We have been having a great 
time decorating (and undecorating) the 
Christmas tree, wrapping and giving 
pretend presents to our friends, and 
learning how teamwork and working 
together makes everything more fun!

 Mrs. Bohr 
Preschool

http://www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us/


November was Epilepsy Awareness Month! As part of the 
St. Benedict health curriculum, students in 2nd through 
8th grade take part in seizure first aid training!  At the end 
of November, Jennifer Sime (Community Engagement 
Board & SUDEP Ambassador at Volunteer-Epilepsy 
Foundation Iowa) and Ivy Sime came to the school as 
guest speakers to help spread awareness about the 
importance of epilepsy first aid and the importance of 
being a good friend to everyone!

For more information on seizure/epilepsy first aid, check 
out https://learn.epilepsy.com/  
If you are interested in the 30 minute 
course, check out, https://bit.ly/3clHuxv

1 in 10 people will 
have a seizure

1 in 26 people will be 
diagnosed with epilepsy

Quick Facts: 

Our families have been so generous in their 
donations for the Decorah Community Food 
Pantry! With just one day (12/16) left in our 12 
Days of Giving, our school family has donated 
over 1,000 pounds of food! We look forward to 
seeing what tomorrow brings as we donate 
snacks and treats. Thank you for supporting 
this effort to help those in need!

The Greatness of Our Students’ Hearts

https://learn.epilepsy.com/
https://bit.ly/3clHuxv?fbclid=IwAR0lBDTrrd0gj3RZKS9y3-Qh3Dol4OAuOkL0E5bJBKOBdWbaRmaVIoB5Jc0


Middle School Religion
Mrs. Murphy

The middle school religion classes have been busy with 
some interesting things. Eighth graders are just finishing a 
book study on the “10 Wonders of the Rosary”. These 
books were gifted to the school by Mary Wagner, and 
students have enjoyed learning about the rosary as a 
“spiritual weapon”. Seventh grade has been busy preparing 
and presenting posters on what life was like in Jesus’ 
time. Sixth grade continued their journey through the book 
of Genesis and learned about Joseph, his brothers and 
their fates.

This year we have a new room as the resource room. It is 
wonderful to be able to have a quiet space of our own! We get 
to have a beautiful window that overlooks the entire 
playground. For resource classes, we use the Barton System 
for lessons. This system is very phonologically based and is 
very explicit when talking about how to spell words and the 
different rules to go along with reading and writing. Our rules 
are posted in the room for students to see. I also have some 
students who come up for math. We like to try to be as 
hands-on for math as possible. We have a lot of different 
resources, including a pop-it to count up to 100, a money kit, 
and models of different fractions! 

Special Education
 Ms. SheltonSave the Date 

March 31st, 2023Banquet of Blessings 
Auction Kickoff

Santa Claus



Free Ways to Support St. Ben’s 

Want to learn how 
to set up Amazon 

Smile? CLICK HERE

Check out our 
online Scrip 
ordering 
platform! 

     We are so thankful for our wonderful 
St. Ben’s music programs this December!  

The vocal concert, band concert and piano 
recitals were filled with such talented 

and joyful students!

Friday Mass
Please join us for Mass, live or on 
Facebook Friday mornings at 9:00am. 
The January Mass schedule:
Jan 6th    - 8th grade @ church
Jan 13th  - 1st grade
Jan 20th  - 2nd grade
Jan 27th  - Kindergarten
Sunday Jan 29   10:00 Mass– 
          Kickoff Catholic Schools Week

Spreading Christmas 
Joy with Eastern Star 

Residents!

Mrs. Kruger and her fourth grade class headed 
over to Eastern Star Nursing Home in Decorah 
on Monday, December 19,  to spread some 
holiday cheer. The students wore reindeer 
antler headbands and cheerful Christmas 
clothing, brought handmade cards for the 
residents, and sang some classic Christmas 
songs! The residents loved every minute of the 
performance and many sang along. Thank you 
to Eastern Star for letting us share our 
Christmas spirit with you!

https://www.facebook.com/Decorah-St-Benedict-School-171904236173069/?ref=page_internal
http://www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1498234012
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.shopwithscrip.app
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_42-0698228_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=42-0698228&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_42-0698228_cl
https://youtu.be/FEnuxkPGDdo

