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A Special Congratulations to our 

8th Grade Class!

Heavenly Father, 
  Surround with your grace those who are graduating. Bless them 
with hope so that they move into the future with eager and open 

hearts. Help them to put the knowledge, skills and insights 
gained through their education to use for the good of all 

humankind. Inspire them to believe in the goodness of life even 
when faced with challenges and difficulties. As they commence 
with their lives, may they grow every more grateful and wise. All 

of this we ask in the name of Jesus, your beloved Son. 
Amen.
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St. Bens has taught 
me so much. This 
school is like a big 
home that I have 

been a part of for the 
past 11 years. With 
all the support that 
has been given, it 
feels like a home.

The thing I like 
about St. Bens is 
the fun classes. 
The teachers are 
nice and I have 

learned a lot. I am 
sad to leave but 
am excited to go 

on to high school.

This school is like 
a family. We have 

great teachers 
who care so 

much about us.  
St. Bens has 

made me who I 
am today.

I liked interacting with all 
the students and staff. I 
most appreciated being 

so welcomed into St. 
Bens when my family 

joined the school.

What I love about 
St. Bens most of 

all is the 
environment of 
people who are 
kind, smile, and 
say “Hi, how are 

you?” or  “Is 
everything ok?”

One thing I like most 
about St. Bens is the 

amazing environment. 
You don’t always find kind 

people everywhere you 
go, but you do at St. Bens.

I really like the 
amazing 

teachers that 
work at the 

school.

I appreciate all 
the valuable 
lessons I’ve 

learned from 
the teachers.

http://www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us/


1st Grade
Mrs. Schaufenbuel 

I would like to thank all staff, families and students 
for another great school year. This has been a 
great group of first graders to work with. They are 
hard working, kind and love to have fun. We've 
had many successful moments to celebrate 
together. I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable 
summer. 
Blessed in First - Ann

Third graders having fun stacking cups! Teams worked 
together to write instructions for their “robot” to follow. 
They learned the importance of defining a clearly 
communicated algorithm as part of our Code.org 
computer programming course. 

First Graders work on getting 
the "flurb" to the fruit. This 
offline practice of writing 
precise instructions translates 
back to online programing in 
our Code.org course.

Kindergarten is 
using Code.org 
as an 
introduction to 
computer 
programming

Huge THANKS to Brian & 
Judy Franzen for helping me 
change the computer lab 
learning space!

A generous donation 
provided us an 
opportunity to purchase 
robots to  enrich our 
computer science 
program.

Technology
Mrs. Eichinger



Preschool art class finished the year by creating their own grouchy ladybug.  The class heard the book by Eric Carle 
called "The Grouchy Ladybug".  The students then did a step-by-step process with the teacher to create their grass 
blades and ladybugs.

The kindergartners last project was the Scream.  They learned about the artist, Edvard Munch, and looked at his 
famous painting, The Scream.  We talked about emotions and whether the students thought the screamer was happy 
or sad.  We also talked about how an image that is larger looks like it is closer and an image that is smaller looks 
further away.  Each student thought about their scream and how they wanted to do it and the teacher took pictures 
and printed them before they were cut out and glued down to the students’ finished colored page. 

First grade art students learned about the artist, Pablo Picasso, and looked at his Three Musicians painting.  We 
talked about how the musicians were created out of shapes and looked more abstract then real.  Each student 
created their own three musicians out of paper and shapes.  Some decided their musicians were outdoors performing 
and some chose a stage for them to perform on.

Second grade art finished up their 2 dimensional space pictures.  Each student learned how to draw a flag, building 
and spaceship in 2D.  The students also created their own aliens, plants, and animals to live on their planets. The 
colors were up to them as to what they wanted their planet to look like. 

Third graders finished up with their Cinco De Mayo Mexican suns. The students learned about the Mexican 
celebration called Cinco De Mayo.  We talked about how important the sun is in their culture because it is a sign of 
life.  Each student drew their own Mexican sun and then transferred it onto metal foil with a pen and newspaper 
underneath.  Each student used permanent markers to color their sun.

Fourth grade art finished up with Aboriginal dot art.  The students learned about the Australian Aboriginal tribes and 
their style of painting called dot art. Each student created their own painting using dots of color.

Fifth graders finished up with their clay planet surfaces.  The class watched a video, viewed photos and learned 
different facts about the planets in our solar system.  Each student created the surface texture and colors of their 
own planet. 

Sixth graders finished up with Jackson Pollack fused-glass art.  The students created glass pieces that looked like 
paint was splattered, dripped and dropped on the canvas.  The glass piece was put into the glass kiln to fuse 
together.

Seventh grade art finished with a clay project.  The students learned how to roll out a slab of clay and then cut the 
slab to meet the 5"'x 5" dimensions. A doily was chosen and rolled into the clay slab to make a design.  The clay 
pieces dried and were fired in the kiln. The students then chose the glaze they wanted.  The clay was painted with 
glaze before the piece was fired in the kiln a second time.

Eighth graders finished the year with coil clay pots.  The students were shown a video on how to make clay coils and 
learned all the different techniques you can do with the coils to create a coil pot.  Each student created their own clay 
coil pot and had to include three different coil techniques. 

Art
Mrs. Holland 



Fifth grade students enjoyed a fabulous intermediate unit (3-5th grade) 
field trip to the NICC Dairy Center in Calmar, where we learned about the 
dairy industry and nutrition, and even got to make homemade ice cream!

The end of the school year brought opportunities for a 20 Book 
Celebration in reading, learning about the sun and shadows in science, a 
50s and 60s dance party and an ice cream social for social studies, as 
well as enjoying lunch outside as an auction item from the Banquet of 
Blessings. We are so grateful for all of these wonderful opportunities!

5th Grade
Mrs.  Galligan

May 2-6 was Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week. The PSA, 
Room Parents, and St. Ben's School families collaborated to 
celebrate our wonderful teachers and staff members. Each day 
had a theme, from breakfasts and taco bars to gift baskets and 
caffeine. We sure appreciate all of what our staff does to shape 
the lives of our children and their efforts throughout the school 
year.  Please feel free to reach out to current PSA members if you 
have an interest in joining the PSA for the upcoming school year!

PSA
Parent School Association 

Supply Shopping
We know you’ve got a lot on your plate right now. Make 
things a little easier to get prepared for next year. SHOP 
NOW for your 2022-23 school supplies. Avoid the stores and 
get all your school supply shopping done online. EPI school 
supply packs contain all the items and brands our teachers 
requested. Your supplies will be shipped to our school and 
waiting for your child when school starts. 

Order now with our School ID of STB070. at 
https://www.educationalproducts.com/shoppacks/

https://www.educationalproducts.com/shoppacks/
https://www.educationalproducts.com/shoppacks/


Teacher Spotlight
Meet our school guidance counselor, Holly Reilly!
 My name is Holly Reilly, LMFT, but the kids know me as Mrs. Reilly.  I am the school-based 
counselor at St. Benedict on Tuesdays since Mrs. Eastwood retired in January!  I have 
been a therapist for 7 years, but this is my first time getting to work in schools.  I have 4 
kids—Abby (26, serving in the USAF with my son-in-law, Dakota), Peter (24, tax 
accountant), Nic (20, University of Iowa student), and Sam (18, graduating from high 
school!).  I love to travel, hang out with family and friends, and explore this beautiful area.  
I have lived here for almost 5 years, having moved here from Cedar Rapids in 2017 with 
my husband, Matt,  who passed away last summer. 
I feel blessed to be here and am already looking forward to next fall with the new school 
year!

Meet our new first grade teacher,  Annika Krieg!

Meet our new music and band teachers : 
Mrs. Sarah Kowitz (music) and Mrs. Jen Bliven (band)!  
More information to come on these two amazing teachers! 

Meet our new third grade teacher: Wonderful things to come! Stay tuned… 

Hello! My name is Miss Krieg and I am so excited to teach 1st grade at St. Benedict 
School! This will be my third year teaching and first grade has been my favorite grade to 
teach! My favorite hobbies include reading, running, tennis, traveling, singing and 
spending quality time with friends and family. I love teaching because I love making 
learning fun for others! Collaboration, creativity and positivity are a big part of learning in 
my classroom and I can’t wait to see all my students grow this year! Let’s go, Vikings!

The sixth graders finished up 
the year with building Rube 
Goldberg machines. They put 
their creativity and problem 
solving skills to the test.

The seventh graders chose 
experiments to  share and 
explain to the second 
graders.

The eighth graders were busy planning and 
building their mousetrap cars. A lot of trying 
and problem solving go into this STEM project.

Middle School Science 
Mrs Franzen
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