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Health with Mrs. Tangen

The chilly temperatures haven’t been slowing down the 
2nd graders. They have been busy learning about Martin 
Luther King, Jr., reviewing different math strategies, and 
all enjoyed celebrating the 100th Day of School on 
January 27. Second graders have also been leading the 
entire school in prayer and the Pledge over the intercom 
this month. At the end of the month, students will be 
celebrating Catholic Schools Week and sharing what 
they love about St. Ben’s School.

Helping their Kindergarteners 
with alphabetizing activity for 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day.

Students were 
excited to 
share their 

favorite 
Christmas 

presents after 
break!

7th & 8th graders had 
fun reviewing math 

skills & a Martin Luther 
King, Jr.,graphing activity with us!

During the month of November, Epilepsy Awareness Month, 
4th - 8th graders learned about epilepsy first aid! In 
December, students learned about the systems of the body. 
We are now moving into a new unit on social relationships 
and building communication skills. Students do such an 
amazing job of asking great questions and getting involved in 
wonderful conversations!

http://www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us/


Strategic Planning

Over the past 2 ½ years, we have developed foundational 
documents, created surveys, and much, much more.  At 
different times, many of our constituents have been asked to 
provide feedback or share important knowledge to help with 
the effort. The result of these efforts is a long-term plan 
consisting of four key areas: Mission and Catholic Identity, 
Governance and Leadership, Academic Excellence and 
Operational Vitality.
What the plan document shared is high-level guidance as to 
what we will achieve; however, there is a long list of actions 
and individuals assigned to work on them.  We have already 
begun our plan execution phase and are very excited about 
the results we will see in the future.  While there are many 
items the teams and committees are working on, some of the 
initial efforts include developing a key stakeholder database, 
creating a marketing and enrollment plan, and creating a 
communications plan and a development plan.  
Thank you for your time commitment to our St. Benedict 
church and school.

Or go here- 
https://tinyurl.com/2022
StBensStrategicPlan

The Strategic Planning 
Committee continues to 
work hard on researching, 
developing, and creating 
documents and objectives 
that will help our school 
remain sustainable for 
years to come. 

The 4th graders have been busy reading 
and discussing books in their book clubs. 
This is a fun way to practice essential 
reading skills and find appreciation for new 
literature.
Father Hertges joined the 4th grade class 
right before winter break for “Pizza with the 
Priest”. The students made a list of 
questions for Father and he spent a very 
special lunch hour visiting and answering 
their questions about him on a personal 
level, as well as questions about the 
priesthood.  It was an amazing experience 
for the students. 

4th Grade 
with Mrs. Kruger

https://tinyurl.com/2022StBensStrategicPlan
https://tinyurl.com/2022StBenStrategicPlan
https://tinyurl.com/2022StBensStrategicPlan
https://tinyurl.com/2022StBensStrategicPlan
https://tinyurl.com/2022StBensStrategicPlan
https://tinyurl.com/2022StBensStrategicPlan


Middle School Science 
with Mrs. Franzen

Middle School Social Studies and Math 
with Mrs. Lien

The sixth graders’ paper 
tower challenge allowed 

students to explore testing 
of different variables.

The seventh graders 
designed a container to 
"protect the Pringle" in 
different challenges.

History Day
6th, 7th, and 8th graders have all been busy putting the final 
touches on their History Day projects! This year, they will be 
presenting their projects to the school students on Wednesday, 
January 26. Students have worked for months on choosing and 
researching a historical topic, including a visit to the Luther 
College Library. The students also gained insight into primary 
and secondary sources, while drawing conclusions about the 
significance of their topic in history. The regional competition will 
be at Decorah Middle School on February 26. This year’s theme is 
Debate and Diplomacy in History: Successes, Failures, 
Consequences.

Math Counts
The Mathcounts students have been active 
with a local competition this past month. They 
traveled to Upper Iowa University in January to 
compete against other area teams. Garrett 
See placed 4th overall, and Danika Reiser was 
8th. The team consisting of Garrett See, 
Danika Reiser, Ariana Albert, and Bill Fullhart 
was third, overall. Of course, the highlight of 
the whole day was getting to eat lunch at the 
college cafeteria! The chapter competition will 
be taking place, virtually, in early February.

https://www.nhd.org/debate-diplomacy-history


Enrollment Code:
BA93L3A932645

Amazon Smile and Scrip(RaiseRight) are great ways 
to support our school. If you are not using these 

tools and want to Contact the Office 563-382-4886

Friday Mass
Please join us for Mass live 
on Facebook, Friday 
mornings at 9:00am.

The February  Mass 
schedule is as follows:
Feb. 4 -  Staff-Catholic 
Schools Week
Feb 11 -  5th Grade
Feb. 18 -  No School
Feb. 25- 4th Grade

STAFF SPOTLIGHT 

My name is Steve Haluska and I am currently in my eighth year as principal of St. 
Benedict School. I have been married to my wife, Kim, for 41 years. We have 3 
sons, Adam, Sean and Blake, as well as eight grandchildren. Prior to my position 
here, I was a teacher in Adair, Iowa, then later became a principal in Carroll, Iowa. I 
have been in education since 1980. I absolutely love to work with students. I 
realize that we, as educators, have a great responsibility to do all we can to help 
each student meet their educational goals. It is equally important to help them 
grow in their faith and be good, upstanding citizens as those students we are 
teaching will eventually be our future leaders. 
I feel blessed to be the principal of St. Benedict School. We are so fortunate to be 
able to offer a Catholic education to K-8 students in our community. I worry at 
times that this is taken for granted. I pray we never lose sight of how important 
this school is and the quality education students receive here. It is a pleasure to 
work with such an outstanding, dedicated faculty each day and it is truly 
remarkable to experience the “family” component that exists within our faculty, 
students and families. The first time I walked into this school, there was a special 
feeling and that feeling is still felt each and every day. The students here are the 
“best” and even though not all days go as one would want them to, the kids here 
have a way of making you smile and see things in a positive light. What a blessing!
In my free time, I enjoy nothing more than being with my family: they mean so 
much to me. I love to attend activities my grandchildren are involved in, but it is 
more important to me for us to just spend time together. “Family first” is 
something I try very hard to live by. I enjoy biking, going for walks, as well as 
fishing and playing golf. I hope to continue in this position for years to come. As I 
said, St Benedict School is such a special place! 

My name is Kristy Meyer and I have been the 
Administrative Assistant at St. Benedict School for 18 
years.  The office is a busy place, as we wear many hats, 
and no two days are the same.  It keeps us on our toes!  
My husband, Jon, and I live in Ossian and have 2 
children.  Carter is 21 and works in the specialty 
department at Calmar Manufacturing.  Rachel is 16 and is 
a sophomore at South Winn.  She keeps us busy with 
softball, volleyball, plays and band.  We also have about 
60 head of beef cattle at our pasture farm at Moneek (by 
Frankville).  In my spare time (haha) I love to read, spend 
time with family, and just plain be outside.  I love my job 
here because the students, staff and Mr. Haluska are 
awesome!  We are all in this together and the caring and 
support from everyone is out of this world.

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1498234012
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.shopwithscrip.app
https://www.facebook.com/Decorah-St-Benedict-School-171904236173069/?ref=page_internal

