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We have had an awesome start to our school year in the art room!  The kids are excited to be back and the creative juices 
are flowing. We already have four of our school fundraiser projects finished.

The Kindergarten class learned about the artist, Georgia O'Keeffe, and we looked at her flower paintings.  Each student 
created their own flower and color design on coffee filters.  The coffee filters were secured over the bottom of plastic 
cups with rubber bands and then sprayed with starch and left to dry.

The 1st grade class learned about the variety of sea turtles and their life cycles.  We talked about how to help them by 
recycling our plastic or using less of it.  Sea turtles get the plastic rings from sodas wrapped around their necks or they 
can get tangled in plastic bags and mistaken as jellyfish and eaten.  Each student created the shell design on their own 
glass turtle.

3rd graders created a fairy garden. We learned what a fairy garden entails and each student helped create everything that 
is in it, except for the natural plants.  

The 8th graders learned the art of stippling. Stippling is creating a picture using one color of ink and changing values by 
adding more dots for darker hues and less dots for lightly colored areas. I decided we would honor the memory of the 
Virgin Mary and create a stippling of her.

Join our St. Benedict Art Facebook page to see more on these pieces and other great art works by our students.

ART

with Mrs. Holland

http://www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1775761832711304


Faith in Every Student

The sixth grade class went on a two-day field trip to Lake 
Meyer on September 14th and 15th. The purpose of the trip 
was to engage students with the natural world and to 
interact with each other through team building activities. 
The trip aligned well with the novel Hatchet, which was 
about a young boy's survival experience and how he learned 
the importance of keeping a positive mindset and patience. 
Lilly Jensen from Winneshiek County Conservation, lead 
team building, a nature hike, shelter building, kayaking and 
fishing, compass/geocaching, and fire building. Our field 
trip finale was making smores over the open fire!

The kindergartners are off to a wonderful start to the 
new school year! We have been busy in the classroom 
practicing our ABC’s, taking a little time to rhyme, 
working on our numbers 0-5, sharing what makes our 
families fantastic, and learning about how God created 
the beautiful world we live in.  The kindergartners were 
excited to read their first story with words--all by 
themselves! When we aren’t hitting the books, we take 
some time to channel our creativity by building with 
blocks, painting pretty pictures, playing with Play-Doh, 
and even dancing to some of our favorite tunes. 
Wishing you all a happy fall!

6th Grade  with Mrs. Jewell

Kindergarten with Mrs. Einck

Judy Franzen

Judy Franzen

Judy Franzen

Judy Franzen

Judy Franzen



The students used their iPads and took pictures of each other performing acts of 
Christian values, such as sharing, teaching, forgiving, praying, accepting. There are 
many more pictures in the third grade hallway showing these acts of kindness.  The 
Bible verses that inspired them are included in the wall display.

As we move into the fifth week of school, it’s such a good feeling each day to see the smiles on the students’ faces and witness the quality 
learning that is taking place in the classrooms at St. Ben’s. The beginning of the school year is always an exciting time for students, parents 
and staff. 

This school year is off to a great start and, as always, student success is a priority. 
The staff at St. Benedict School has high expectations for themselves and for our students. Staff will continue to focus on student learning by 
helping each and every student reach their full potential academically, socially and spiritually. Your support at home is also needed and 
appreciated. Always remember that we are all in this together, working for the betterment of your child/children.

Communication is a key component of student success. If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child and their education, never 
hesitate to contact staff or myself. As I said: we are in this together. 

We are fortunate to begin this year on site for direct instruction. In order to continue, I am asking all of you to make good decisions when it 
comes to sending your child(ren) to school if they are not well. We all continue to battle this pandemic and good choices are a must if we are to 
continue to provide quality instruction each and every day. Our substitute teacher list is not long; when sick students attend and we, in turn, 
lose staff in the classroom due to illness, all suffer. We need our staff here and healthy. It takes each one of us doing our part to make this 
work. So again, I ask you to please make the right choices and keep your child/children home when not feeling well. 

I sent a letter out last week, provided by the Archdiocese, regarding students and mask wearing, as that question continues to arise. Currently, 
as the letter states, the decision to have your child/children wear a face covering remains a family decision. Under HF847, as a staff, we cannot 
require a student to wear or not wear a face covering. If anything would change in this area, you would be notified immediately. I am very proud 
of our students for respecting each other's rights in this area. We have students who have chosen to wear a face covering and others who 
have not. It is important that we respect each other's rights and treat all with dignity and respect. 

If  ever you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me at 563.382.4668.
As always, thank you for choosing St. Benedict School. Let’s pray for a healthy and rewarding school year. God bless!

Steve Haluska, Principal

3rd Grade with Mrs. Krammen

From The Desk of Mr. Haluska



The Who, What, Where, When & Why of Scrip

WHO: Everyone (parents, grandparents, aunts/uncles and any 
parishioner or community friend) who buys groceries, gas, and 
STUFF! The most basic purchases can be made using these 
cards.  

WHEN: Purchases can be made through the app     
ANYTIME.

WHY: Rebates earned from Scrip Sales are a great way to 
support our school and our students using the purchases we 
are already making. 

WHAT: Scrip is a fundraising tool that parishes, schools and other 
organizations have added as an ongoing fundraiser. Scrip uses gift cards & 
e-cards for everyday purchases and special gifts and turns them into $$ for 
our students without costing you a dime! With each purchase of scrip, a 
rebate of 2%-9% will be awarded to the school. This rebate can then be split 
with families to help offset tuition costs. 

WHERE: Cards may be purchased thru the RaiseRight app, found online 
at myscripwallet.com, or by sending an order form to the school office with a 
St. Ben’s student. At this time, we will not be selling after Masses.

Enrollment Code:
BA93L3A932645

Amazon Smile is 
another great way to 
support our school with 
all your Amazon Orders 

Friday Mass
Please join us, in person if the weather is 
good outside or live on Facebook, on Friday 
mornings at 9:00am for Mass.

The October Mass schedule is as follows:
Oct. 1       Grade 4
Oct. 8       Grade 3
Oct. 15     Grade 2
Oct. 22     Grade 1 (7th assist)
Oct. 29     Grade 6

Military Monday, Career Tuesday, Workout 
Wednesday, BE YOU Thursday...it must be 

Homecoming Week! Go Vikes!!!

https://www.myscripwallet.com/home
http://myscripwallet.com/
http://www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us/s_c_r_i_p_orders
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1498234012
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.shopwithscrip.app
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/42-0698228
https://www.facebook.com/Decorah-St-Benedict-School-171904236173069/?ref=page_internal
http://www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us/

